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POKÉMON… NO!  
P

okémon GO is the 
latest game craze. 
Players walk around 

the real world collecting 
creatures known as 
Pokémon. The game shows 
you where you are (just like 
with Google Maps), but 
also indicates where the 
Pokémon creatures are.  
The game is hugely popular, 
but has also led to a number 
of incidents. 

Canadian teenagers playing 
Pokémon GO accidentally 
crossed the US border. 
They were initially arrested, 
but then released shortly 
afterwards.

British Transport Police 
recorded several incidents of 
teens trespassing on railway 
lines while playing the game. 

Oicers in Surrey (England) 
discovered nine cars “parked 
across a road junction” 
while the drivers were out 
looking for Pokémon. 

A French Pokémon GO player 
walked onto an Indonesian 
military base. Romain Pierre, 
27, was arrested in Cirebon but 
was freed when police realised 
he had unintentionally 
entered the base. 

Several Pokémon players 
have been seen walking 

around Arlington National 
Cemetery. Oicials from 
the cemetery in Virginia 
said, “We do not consider 
playing Pokémon GO to be 
appropriate decorum on the 
grounds of the ANC.” 

In a similar incident, players 
have been wandering through 
the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in an 
attempt to trap the creatures. 
Oicials there also issued a 
statement saying that playing 
a game in the memorial was 
“extremely inappropriate”. 

A 21-year-old blogger from 
the city of Yekaterinburg in 
Russia was arrested and 
jailed for two months after he 
posted a video on YouTube 
showing him playing the 
game in an Orthodox 
church. He was convicted 
of “insulting the feelings of 
worshippers”. 

A Pokémon GO player was 
arrested after searching 
for Pokémon near a police 
station. The 26-year-old-
man in pyjamas was riding 
his bike around Milford 
(Michigan) in search of 
a Pokémon GO gym. He 
eventually arrived at his 
destination on Atlantic 
Street without realising that 
it was actually the Milford 
police station. Police inside 

recognized the man from a 
wanted poster and promptly 
arrested him. 

And inally, Norway’s Prime 
Minister Ema Solberg was 
caught playing Pokémon 
Go during a debate in the 
Storting – the Norwegian 
parliament. Apparently,  
she’s a big fan of the game. 
During an oicial trip in 
Slovakia, she took some 
time out to play the game, 
according to an article in  
the Guardian newspaper. 

Whatever next! 

1  Pre-reading    
Look at the words on the 
vocabulary page (the previous 
page). Which of these places 
do you think Pokémon GO 
players have visited?  

2  Reading I
Read or listen to the article 
once to compare your 
ideas from the Pre-reading 
activity. Which places were 
mentioned?   

3  Reading II
Read the article again.  
Then, answer the questions. 
1. Which border did  

the teenagers cross?
2.  In which country was 

the military base that 
the Pokémon GO  
player entered? 

3.  Where is Arlington 
National Cemetery? 

4.  What type of church  
did the blogger enter? 

5.  In which state is the 
police station mentioned 
in the article? 

6.  In which other country 
(apart from Norway) 
has the Norwegian 
prime minister played 
the game?

Objective    To improve your reading and listening skills. 

Think about it     What video games do you play? What do you like or dislike about video games? What games do 
you play on your smartphone? What do you like about them? What other apps have you downloaded onto your phone? 
What do you use them for? In what way are they useful?  

Exams    This reading and listening activity will help prepare you for English exams such as KET and TOEFL. 

I’M BUSY!NORWAY’S PRIME MINISTER 
EMA SOLBERG

THIS IS MOST 
INAPPROPRIATE!

a craze n  
if there is a “craze” for something, it’s very 
popular for a short time
to lead to exp   
if situation A “leads to” situation B, situation 
A causes situation B 
an incident n  
something that happens, often something bad 
to trespass vb  
if you “trespass”, you walk on someone’s 
land without permission 
unintentionally adv 
if you do something “unintentionally”, you 
do it without meaning to do it – it happens 
by accident  
Arlington National Cemetery n  
a famous United States military cemetery 
decorum n  
behaviour and actions that people consider 
to be correct, polite and respectable
an Orthodox church n 
Orthodox churches are Christian churches 
in Eastern Europe. They separated from the 
western church in the 11th century  
a worshipper n  
someone who says prayers (words said when 
speaking to God) 
pyjamas n  
clothes you wear to sleep in bed 
a wanted poster n 
a poster showing the face of someone who 
the police want to arrest 
promptly adv  
quickly, immediately
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