
1st 
November 
1800 
John Adams, 
the President 

of the United States, moves 
to the Executive Mansion at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington. The building  
is later renamed the  
White House.

4th 
November 
1979 
Iranian 
revolutionaries 

storm the American 
Embassy in Tehran, taking 
90 hostages. This marks the 
beginning of the year-long 
Iranian Hostage Crisis.

7th 
November 
1907 Jesús 
García drives 
a blazing train 

full of dynamite out of the 
town of Nacozari in Mexico. 
The train eventually explodes 
six kilometres away. Twelve 
people (García included) 
die, but his actions save the 
5,000 people of the town. 
The town is now called 
Nacozari de García in  
his honour.

10th 
November 
2007 
The King 
of Spain 

tells Venezuelan president 
Hugo Chavez to “shut up”. 
Spanish-Venezuelan relations 
hit an all-time low. The king 
later storms out after another 
argument with Nicaraguan 
premier Daniel Ortega. 

12th 
November 
Crazy killer 
Charlie 
Manson’s 

82nd birthday. Manson has 
been in jail since 1969.  
I wonder what he’s doing  
for his birthday?

17th 
November 
1973 The 
Watergate 
Scandal 

continues in America. 
Under-fire president Richard 
Nixon famously declares,  
“I am not a crook”.

17th 
November 
1558 Henry 
VIII’s 
daughter 

Elizabeth becomes queen 
upon the death of her 
sister Mary. The famous 
Elizabethan era begins.

20th 
November 
Universal 
Children’s 
Day, 

an international event 
organised by UNICEF.

22nd 
November 
1922 English 
archaeologist 
Howard 

Carter opens the tomb of 
Tutankhamen. Many of the 
people involved die shortly 
afterwards, starting a rumour 
of an ancient curse.

22nd 
November 
1963 
John F 
Kennedy, the 

US president is assassinated. 
The event becomes the 
mother of all conspiracies.

25th 
November 
1783 The inal 
British troops 
leave the 

newly-formed United States 
after the revolutionary war.

27th 
November 
1999  
Helen Clark 
becomes  

the irst elected female 
Prime Minister of New  
Zealand.

27th 
November 
2006 The 
Québécois, 
the French-

speaking people of Quebec, 
Canada, are recognised by 
the national government  
as a nation within the 
Canadian state. 
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GLOSSARY
blazing adj                   
heavily on ire
an all-time low exp      
at its worst state / level
to storm out phr vb     
to leave an event angrily
under-fire adj              
in the process of being attacked
crook n           
a criminal, a dishonest person
UNICEF n 
a global charity called The United 
Nations Children's Fund
a curse n                       
a supernatural aliction resulting in 
bad luck and misfortune
the mother of all exp                       
the worst / the most amazing / the 
most incredible, etc.

NOVEMBER
Celebrate the month with us in our series on anniversaries. This month: November.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

DUCK!

WHERE?

GLOSSARY
blazing adj                   
burning; on ire
an all-time low exp      
at its worst state or level
to storm out phr vb     
to leave an event angrily
under-fire adj              
in the process of being attacked
crook n           
a criminal, a dishonest person
UNICEF abbr 
The United Nations Children’s Fund -  
a global charity that helps children
a curse n                       
a supernatural force that can cause bad 
things to happen  
the mother of all exp                       
this expression is used to say that 
something is extreme. For example,  
“the mother of all” battles would be the 
worst or deadliest battle possible


